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INTRODUCTION 


In the average town there are three generally ac- 
cepted activities for teen-agers. These are: the movies, 
the dance, and parking. All three are taboo for the 
youth who wants to serve and exemplify Christ. Be- 
coming a Christian, however, does not diminish the 
desire for the swish of formals, the elegance of white 
coats, the gaiety of laughter, the excitement of good fun, 
the joy of youth being together. This is an essential 
part of the teen years. 

Peter Marshall said, “If you cannot take God with 
you into your recreation, there is something wrong with 
the way you play. If God, for you, does not smile, there 
is something wrong with your idea of God.” The ac- 
tivities given in this book are such that you may take 
Christ with you into each of them and His smile of 
approval will be upon your fun and play. 

This book is designed to answer the questions, 
“What can we do? Where can we date?” May the ideas 
set forth be a means of leading youth to Christ, pro- 
viding plenty of recreation to solve the problems of 
clean entertainment and association and bringing the 
youth of our church closer together and closer to God. 
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BOX SUPPER 


This was a favorite when Grandma was a girl. 
Twentieth century youth will find as much gaiety as 
those in the “old-fashioned” days. In warm weather this 
is an ideal social for outdoors. If there is still too much 
of a nip in the air, decorate the living room to look like 
a meadow with potted branches spaced around the room 
with a covering of crepe paper flowers pasted on the 
bare limbs. 

Bring out the old game ideas: “wink ’em,” “spin the 
bottle,” “clap in—clap out,” “rhythm,” “crooked an- 
swers,” etc. Have four of your group to arrange some 
old barbershop quartet numbers such as “I Want a Girl 
Just Like the Girl Who Married Dear Old Dad,” “School 
Days,” “Wedding Bells Are Breaking Up That Old Gang 
of Mine,” etc. By all means have your phonograph filled 
with old-fashioned hymns and songs. This will help cre- 
ate atmosphere and also make conversation during the 
meal. If your crowd likes costumes, this would be a very 
good time to dress old-timy. The costumes would add 
color to the evening. 

Have each girl bring a box containing the same food 
as all others. These could all be made by one person also 
or in a pre-party get-together by the girls. A menu you 
could use would be cold chicken, slaw, potato chips, fried 
fruit pies. Have plenty of punch, Kool-Aid, or pop 
available. 

Place different-colored keys on the tops of the boxes. 
The boxes are distributed and the boys find their part- 
ners by matching the color of the key with a small heart 
of the same color which is attached to each girl’s dress. 
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Keep your party moving and this will be one long 
remembered. 


PICNIC FOR FOUR 


In the spring come those delightfully warm, balmy 
days when one longs to be in the out-of-doors. Some- 
thing nice to plan for after work is a picnic for four. 
Also you might let it serve a double purpose. Do you 
have a friend who is negligent about church attendance? 
A sure way to help this condition is to suggest a four- 
some outdoor luncheon and urge him to attend church 
with you the next Sunday. 

If there is a park nearby, perhaps you would want 
to go there. But to eat in your own back yard would be 
just as much fun. This is a means of easy, casual as- 
sociation where talk and food mingle pleasantly and 
relationships are strengthened. The beauty of spreading 
flowers and budding trees lends to talk of spiritual 
things. 

A menu for a spring picnic would be: chicken salad 
sandwiches or cold chicken, green salad topped with 
shredded cheese, Boston baked beans (kept hot in a 
chafing dish), potato chips or Fritos, a basket of fruit, 
pecan pie, and cold drinks on ice. 


INTO THE STRATOSPHERE 


Have you ever watched your little brother flying 
a kite and suddenly felt a compulsion to try it yourself? 
Why not? On those days when your financial resources 
are depleted and there is nothing to do, don’t sit at home 
and mope. Get your favorite boy and your best girl and 
try your hand at kite flying. It is fun even at your age 
and is very economical. Try it sometime. It will fill an 
entire afternoon with gaiety and laughter that might 
otherwise be uneventful. Spaceships will have nothing 
on you! 
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TOM SAWYER PARTY 


In the spring comes the time for landscaping, re- 
decorating, repainting. If your church is in need of any 
of these things, have a Tom Sawyer party at the church. 
Costumes: old clothes which hard work will not harm. 
Have plenty of lawn mowers, rakes, hedge clippers, grass 
gatherers, etc. if you plan to help the landscape. If the 
exterior of the building, Sunday school classrooms, nurs- 
ery furniture, etc. need a new paint job, lead your group 
in wielding a brush. If there are some windows which 
need curtains or the nursery needs some stuffed toys, 
apply your ingenuity to these tasks. A Tom Sawyer 
party can be a lot of fun as well as beneficial to the 
welfare of the church. And remember, doing for the 
church leaves a glow of accomplishment which will re- 
main for a long time. 


When your work is finished, have a place to clean 
up a bit and then all of the group eat together. Your 
parents will probably be happy to have a whopping big 
meal prepared for all you “Tom Sawyers.” An enticing 
menu for the climax of this party is: open-faced ham- 
burgers, French fried potatoes and onion rings, tossed 
salad, corn (on the cob), green beans, punch, ice cream, 
and cookies. 


After eating, gather about the piano and have a sing- 
song. Everyone will leave tired, but happy. 


BADMINTON AFFAIR 


For an afternoon or evening date, double date, or 
just good fun, put up the Badminton net. This is a fun- 
filled game and can be learned easily. When the brink 
of exhaustion is in sight, retire to the house for Cokes 
and cookies and play records, study together, or just talk. 
This is ideal for one of those “empty pocketbook” days 
too. 
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PAINTERS’ PICNIC 


If there is countryside not too far from where you 
live, gather a group and bike or hike to a scenic place 
and try your hand at recording it with oil paints, char- 
coal, chalk talk, pencil, or whatever appeals to you. 
Though there probably won’t be great sums offered for 
your handiwork, it will be a creative thrill you can find 
nowhere else. If you will look about you, you will find 
all sorts of lovely scenes which would be fun to try to 
sketch. After an afternoon of this, you will probably 
want to try it again very soon. There is laughter a-plenty 
on a painters’ picnic, for the group will share mistakes 
and criticisms. Don’t forget to pack a lunch to take with 
you. Toasted cheese sandwiches, cold potato salad, fruit, 
and cookies would make a delightful meal with not too 
much bulk for carrying or fitting in a bicycle basket. Re- 
member also a container of cold drinks. Artists get 
thirsty too. 


If most of your group become quite proficient on 
several of these picnics, you might have an art show 
where you could exhibit the best pieces of work by the 
various members to their parents and other interested 
people of the church. You could have a social in con- 
nection with this where the adults would join you teen- 
agers in play and fun. This would be an excellent means 
of drawing the two age-groups closer together. Refresh- 
ments of brownies and punch would be fine. A painters’ 
picnic would be loaded with fun and gaiety and could 
lead to many more happy and profitable experiences. 


SENIOR LUNCHEON 


Graduation is an important high light of your life. 
Why not talk with your youth leader or your pastor 
and make arrangements for a luncheon featuring the 
seniors of your church as honored guests? If you would 
like, make it a zone affair, inviting all the graduating 
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seniors from the churches in your area. This will be 
an event long to be remembered. 

Decorations for the luncheon should include a cen- 
terpiece, place cards, nut cups, and programs. The other 
decorations besides these table fancies may be as simple 
or elaborate as desired. The centerpiece for the table 
could be a large graduation cap filled with red roses. 
This may be made by creating a large mortarboard of 
shiny paper. The roses will be placed in a bowl in the 
cap part. The tassel streams to the right. Tall red can- 
dles on each side will make this a lovely and original 
centerpiece. Your nut cups could be miniature replicas 
of the centerpiece with the cap holding the nuts. Written 
on the tip of the cap could be the name. For programs, 
print or type them on large sheets of white paper. Roll 
them to symbolize a diploma and tie with a red ribbon. 

You should, of course, ask your minister and wife 
to be present. If the zone is invited, all ministers and 
wives should have invitations. There should be a small 
program of entertainment planned and perhaps your 
pastor or visiting pastor could deliver an address. By 
all means have soft dinner music and a good toastmaster. 

A good menu would be: ham, fruit salad, peas, but- 
tered corn, hot rolls, butter, apple pie, tea, milk, and 
coffee. 

This will be a time of fellowship and a cherished 
memory in the years to come. If you are planning a 
senior trip, this would make an excellent keynote for 
the trip. May your graduation be filled with joy and 
the presence of the Almighty. 


JUNIOR-SENIOR BANQUET 


These two years are extra special. This traditional 
banquet is an occasion which is dreamed of for years 
before the time finally arrives. The junior-senior ban- 
quet in your school may include dancing, and you would 
not attend. But whether you feel free to attend the 
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school banquet or not does not detract from the glamour 
of a church banquet. If there are not enough juniors 
and seniors in your church, then talk to your zone youth 
chairman and see if he will not work up a zone junior- 
senior banquet. This will be a wonderful means of get- 
ting acquainted with all the zone youth who are your 
age and who share your convictions and ideals. 


Have your banquet in an “Enchanted Garden.” If 
there is an artist in your crowd, have her (or him) paint 
a huge spring landscape to go behind the speakers’ table. 
If you could arrange a life-size wishing well to be placed 
near the speakers’ table, this would add color. Have the 
rest of the room decorated with flowering branches 
around the room. They are easy to make. Just cut two- 
inch circles of pastel crepe paper, pinch their middles, 
and paste on bare branches. For table centerpieces use 
lots of flowers: daffodils and hyacinths from your gar- 
den, wild flowers from the field across the way, a few 
carnations from the florist. Assemble all your flowers 
and then make them into small bouquets tied with 
streamers of pastel ribbon. After the banquet each girl 
guest takes one of the bouquets as a souvenir. The 
bouquets make a beautiful centerpiece and are lovely for 
memory’s sake. 


Have pastel nut cups. Make a small, individual place 
card on a spring theme or have someone with a flourish- 
ing hand write the names on the programs. 

The program should include: invocation, welcome, 
response, instrumental or vocal solos or duets, humorous 
or musical readings, etc. A special speaker should be 
the climax of the evening, followed by the benediction. 
Choose the boy with greatest gift of gab for your toast- 
master. 

Your menu could include: fruit cocktail, fried 
chicken, sweet potatoes, peas, hot rolls, butter, pecan pie, 
tea, milk, and coffee. 

Try to make this a tradition in your church or on 
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your zone. The thrill of swishy formals, boutonnieres, 
and orchids will be yours to cherish forever after your 
junior-senior banquet where Christ is the honored Guest. 


SENIOR TRIP 


This can be either a local or zone affair. The trip 
may be made in separate cars, a covered truck, or in a 
church bus. Destination: some important scenic spot 
which the majority have never seen. Example: Carlsbad 
Caverns, Mammoth Cave, Yellowstone National Park, 
etc. This need not be an extensive or expensive trip 
to be packed with fun. Choose the closest scenic point. 
Talk with your youth leader or pastor and perhaps he 
will make arrangements with the pastor and youth 
leader in the city where you are going for you to meet 
the Nazarene youth of the city. 

Let’s say your point of interest is two hundred miles 
away. Leave in the morning after a senior breakfast 
patterned after the senior luncheon given in this book. 
Take a picnic lunch to eat upon arrival. Then tour the 
caverns, cave, park, or whatever. Then perhaps arrange- 
ments will have been made for you to head toward the 
local church, where you will eat supper with the local 
youth and become acquainted with them and have a 
time of fellowship before loading back into the cars for 
the trip back home. 

If the trip is farther and you plan to spend longer 
than one day, have the senior luncheon as your keynote 
and then load out for a wonderful time. 

But no matter where you go or how long you stay, 
the church senior trip will be long remembered as one 
of the greatest thrills of your life. 


FOR GIRLS ONLY 


Our grandmothers had a wonderful idea of enter- 
taining each other graciously while the men were else- 
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where. With all the emphasis on dating, partying, and 
attracting the boys, the girls have let the idea slip that 
actually most of the time is spent with other girls. A 
wonderful idea is to go back to the feminine custom our 
grandmothers initiated and have a tea in the afternoon 
for girls only. 

This makes an excellent time to introduce a new 
girl to the church group, bid farewell to the graduating 
seniors of the church, or show gratitude to your sponsors 
and your mothers for all they have done to make your 
life gay and happy. If there is no other reason, have it 
just because you are girls, and girls love to get together 
for fellowship and girl-talk. 


A good time for a tea is during Easter holidays or 
some Saturday afternoon. Formally, tea hours are be- 
tween four and six, but these may be adjusted to fit 
your schedule. 

The important part of the tea, of course, is your 
table. Have it at one end of the room where there will 
be plenty of room for passing. Secure the prettiest, dain- 
tiest cloth available and the nicest, most fragile dishes. 
Use pink and white flowers in a low crystal flanked by 
tall candles for a delightful centerpiece. If you are serv- 
ing two types of drink, place one teapot at each end of 
the table. Have two pretty girls with good conversational 
ability to preside over the pouring. Cups and saucers 
are arranged to the left of the tea service. Teaspoons 
and napkins are placed to the right. Plates of cookies, 
sandwiches, cream puffs, nuts, candies are placed along 
the sides of the table. If the weather is warm, serve tea 
and punch. If still a little coolish, serve tea and cocoa. 
The daintier your sandwiches and cookies, the better. 
Remember all must be finger food. 

Try to arrange your chairs in cozy groups for con- 
versation. This helps to bring out all the traditional 
flavors: of an afternoon ladies’ tea: girl-gossip, dainty 
tidbits to nibble, the clink of teaspoons against lovely 
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cups—good friendship and hospitality. Make the “teas” 
a part of your regular plans. You will enjoy them greatly 
and they will serve many purposes daintily, prettily, and 
efficiently. 


MUSICALE 


Look about your group and you will discover an 
array of musical instruments which are presided over by 
the youth you know best. If this is not completely true 
in your church, take a look from the zone level. For 
an evening of music and gaiety, set a time when everyone 
brings his instrument and music stand for a live musi- 
cale. If possible, obtain the hymn orchestration books 
from the Nazarene Publishing House and use them. If 
not available, use the hymnals. Have your church music 
director meet with you to direct you, or if a teen-ager 
is accomplished in this field, use him. This will not only 
fill one evening with joy; it will call for many other such 
evenings and also eventually some performances in your 
church and at zone rallies. 

Have those who do not play an instrument come to 
listen to your music-makings and to sing along with you 
too. This makes fun for all, with no omissions. 

Food fare can be obtained simply by having plenty 
of ice creams and various toppings for sundae makin’s 
super colossal! 


COSTUME MASQUERADE 


Ever wish to be King of the Sea or Marie Antoinette? 
Why not have a masquerade where you can arrive as 
just that person? This makes for an exciting and lovely 
evening. 

Use supercolossal decorations and mysterious cos- 
tumes and you are all set for a wonderful evening. Let 
your imagination run wild for decorations. Make your 
room a riot of color via crepe paper and balloons. String 
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a long wire down the center of the room very close to 
the ceiling. Extend a wire from one end to the other on 
each side of the room on lower levels than the middle 
wire. Take strips of gaily colored crepe paper and drape 
from center wire to the side wires, letting them come to 
the floor. Hang bunches of brightly colored balloons 
everywhere. Make animals and other figures out of 
blown-up latex balloons and suspend them from the ceil- 
ing with string or wire. 


After games and relays, form all the masked people 
in a group. Divide them into couples. The lights are 
turned out and a large spotlight roams about the room 
as a record plays on the phonograph or someone plays 
the piano. When the music stops, the couple whom the 
spotlight is on must unmask. This causes exclamations 
of surprise and is a lot of fun. The object is to see who 
can be the last couple caught with the spot. 


Then couple up and have a grand march about the 
room and then into the room where the eats are to be 
found. These could be pink punch and multicolored 
cookies and ice cream, if desired. 


This costume masquerade is a beautiful way for a 
group of beautiful people to have one of the most beau- 
tiful times of their lives. 


PHOTOGRAPHY ASSOCIATION 


Ever read about Johnny Doeboy, world-famous pho- 
tographer, and picture yourself in that dashing position? 
Well, Johnny Doeboy didn’t just suddenly discover he 
had a talent for photography and start around the world 
taking famous photographs. Gather your friends about 
you and drag out your Brownie or that Leica no one 
uses any more. You will find that there are many sources 
for obtaining free information about photography and it 
will be a fascinating hobby for you and your friends. 
Organize into a camera society and have regular meet- 
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ings, where you discuss various methods of photography 
and have demonstrations from the better lens-men in 
your crowd. Set assignments for picture taking between 
meetings. These assignments then can be discussed, criti- 
cized, and analyzed at the next meeting. There is a lot 
of fun in store when you and your friends grab your 
cameras and learn the art of taking good pictures. 

Soon you will be able to charge a small fee for 
taking pictures of birthday parties, reunions, etc. Even- 
tually, this could become self-perpetuating. You won't 
be able to find a more fascinating hobby or means of 
livelihood anywhere. 

Another dividend this association would receive is 
the pictures themselves. In the years to come, these will 
be among your most priceless possessions as you remem- 
ber your teen-age years and the friends you knew and 
the fun you shared. 
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SUMMER 
GIRLS’ SNEAK 


What is more fun than a slumber party? A slumber 
party in the country, of course. The ideal place is a 
house with a huge, screened-in porch away out in the 
hills, woods, or by the lake. If you cannot find the ideal, 
a reasonable facsimile will do. Have each girl bring a 
couple of quilts, a pillow, pajamas, and portion of the 
food, so there will be plenty for all. 


A good idea is to meet about six o’clock and play 
baseball until sundown. Then troop into the house and 
get the eats ready. A good menu for this occasion would 
be: plenty of wieners, pickles, buns, mustard, beans, po- 
tato chips, cookies, apples, and pop. This, of course, is 
all served on the screened-in porch if you are fortunate 
enough to find one. When things are cleaned up, it is 
time to gather together and sing, quote scripture, and 
all pray. 

After devotions, make down your beds close to- 
gether—for who plans to sleep?—and jump into your 
pajamas. Then comes the time for giggling, telling ghost 
stories, pillow fights, funny games, and finally in the wee 
hours of the morning just good, solid girl-talk. This is 
a wonderful time to talk with your chaperon about spirit- 
ual problems, and if some girl is on the sneak who is 
not a Christian, to try to create an opening where she 
could turn her life to Christ. God can come very close 
at these times. 

Be sure to bring eggs and bacon too. Breakfast is 
mighty good for stomachs which are jumpy and squeam- 
ish after the previous night’s frolics. “We had a terrific 
time!” will be the consensus of the weary girls. 
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BOYS’ SNEAK 


Boys are more rugged than girls. They shun the 
shelter of a screened-in porch. Just find an open spot 
in the country and they will care for themselves nicely, 
thank you. Boys should be instructed to bring a couple 
of old quilts, a pillow, and their allotted portion of food. 
Baseball is the most popular form of recreation until 
darkness overtakes them. Build a campfire and proceed 
to cook the evening meal. The same menu for the Girls’ 
Sneak is appropriate, with the exception that potatoes 
could be fried or baked on the fire. After the meal, the 
boys should circle the fire for devotions. This is an 
excellent time for spiritual instruction and for winning 
souls to Christ. The crickets will be chirping, the locusts 
humming, the tree branches rustling in the evening 
breeze. All these things speak of the magnitude and 
glory of an almighty God. Youth is quick to listen to 
God in His great out-of-doors, where every blade of 
grass and every hoot of the owl speaks of the power 
of God. After devotions will come the scuffling, teasing, 
storytelling time. When all are lying on their quilts 
looking up at the stars, heaven seems near. This is a 
good time for singing the hymns of the Church. Some- 
how they take on more meaning at a time like this. 

Breakfast stuff should have been provided so the 
meal could be fixed on the campfire. Have a time of 
scripture reading and prayer before loading back into 
the car to return to civilization. This will be a night long 
remembered and its adventures will be recounted over 
and over again. And best of all the wonder of the night, 
the far-flung beauty of the stars will remain imprinted 
upon each heart throughout the span of his life. 


BEACH FRY 


If you have nothing wetter close to your part of 
the country than a pond, you can still have fun on a 
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“beach fry.” If you can catch your own fish, that would 
be dandy. But just in case the fish aren’t plentiful or you 
know as much about fishing as a canary, then perhaps 
you had better provide your own meat. You can buy | 
fish if you want a fish fry, bring along steak for a steak 
fry, wieners if you just want to roast something. Don’t 
forget to bring some potatoes to fry and also some onion 
rings if your crowd goes for them. You can get the 
frozen or canned ones and they are very easy to fix. 
Be sure to bring several packages of marshmallows, 
beans, corn on the cob, and soda water. A beach fry 
is a delight in the moonlight around a campfire which 
plays on the water. The outdoors tends to hearty appe- 
tites and good spirits. Have someone bring a guitar or 
accordion, so that the group can sing about the camp- 
fire. Continued stories are a lot of fun at this time. 


A beach fry in the daytime is crowded with gay 
laughter and fun also. There are no dull spots if you 
plan a few beach games. A target match is a good game 
for the beach. Stealing sticks is fun. “Run for your 
supper” and “two deep” are all-time favorites. Remem- 
ber that the secret of a good campfire for cooking is a 
bed of hot coals with no flames or smoke. 


Oilcloth is excellent for a tablecloth on the beach. 
A soft pastel color is better than white because the white 
causes a glare from the sun. 


A beach fry is fun for everyone. It is really some- 
thing SPECIAL! | 


FOUR-BIT PARTY 


Parties take money. Especially if you want to eat— 
and who doesn’t? When finances are *w-a-y down, does 
that mean that you and your friends must make like her- 
mits and spend your time in grand solitude waiting for 
that next allowance? Never. You can have a gala party 
if you all pool your money. Say there are eight in your 
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gang. At fifty cents per person, you would have a total 
of $4.00. Even though this is not a too fabulous sum, 
you can have a wonderfully fabulous time on this. This 
won't include a menu of caviar, but who likes caviar 
anyway? 

How does this sound? Hot dogs, cold potato salad, 
punch, and ice cream? Have your party on your front 
or back porch or in the yard. Secure a long table from 
somewhere and fix it up to resemble a hot-dog stand. 
This can be done simply by placing a white cloth over 
it, attaching a crepe paper skirt and swaggering striped 
streamers and bows at the edge of the table. This makes 
a very attractive “hot-dog stand,” and of course you 
will want signs of all sizes and description placed about, 
advertising your wares. Let your imagination run wild 
on the signs and they can provoke a lot of laughter and 
gaiety. Be sure you have straws, paper napkins, mus- 
tard, and dishes and silver for your table. The potato 
salad can be fixed ahead of time and kept in the re- 
frigerator. The punch also may be in readiness and the 
ice cream will require no lengthy preparation unless you 
are lucky enough to have a freezer and be able to make 
your own. The franks may be grilled on an electric grill 
right at your hot-dog stand or you may grill them on 
the kitchen stove and transfer them piping-hot to the 
stand by way of a large platter. 


Some excellent games are “capture the flag,” “goofy 
golf’—using crooked sticks and round stones for clubs 
and balls, hole can be dug in the sand. “Horse roundup” 
may be played by placing a couple of large pieces of 
paper on the wall or tacked to two trees. Divide the 
group into teams. Give to each team a large piece of 
paper, scissors, and some tacks. At the starting signal, 
the front man on each team must cut a horse from the 
paper. It will be rough but it must have four legs, ears, 
etc. Then he must run to the team’s paper and pin his 
horse on. Number two man then takes his turn, and 
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there is great hilarity to see which side can get its num- 
ber of horses in the “roundup” first. 


A “bronc relay” is another good, active one. This 
is actually an obstacle race. Divide your group into 
couples. The boys take the role of horses; the girls be- 
come the drivers. Each boy is blindfolded and “har- 
nessed.” This is done by draping a long ribbon around 
his neck and back underneath his arms. The couples 
start over a previously mapped-out course. There can 
be no talking. All guiding must be done by the ribbon. 
The first girl to lead her fellow over the goal line wins. 

If there still is time, have someone get his accordion 
or guitar and have a singsong underneath the stars. This 
would be an excellent time for your devotional. Have 
everyone quote a scripture verse, and an impromptu 
testimony time would be an excellent way to close your 
party. 


ALL ABOUT BOATS 


Wonderful fun can be found in canoes, rowboats, 
motorboats, shrimpers, any kind of boat that is handy. 
Even if you aren’t a fisherman by trade, you find an 
unequaled thrill by being on the water. Talking, gig- 
gling, singing, and eating are enhanced by trailing your 
hand idly through the water and watching the sunbeams 
dance in the water spray. If there is a lake, stream, or 
river nearby, take advantage of it to enjoy this part of 
God’s great world. 

If you can’t swim, get a group of pals and enroll 
at the nearest “Y.” Here you will have skilled teachers 
and can enjoy the thrill of swimming. 


CAMP-OUT 


There is nothing more fun than camping out and 
fishing for your food. Talk to your leader about taking 
a group of boys on a camping trip. Perhaps his wife 
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would sponsor something similar for the girls too. If you 
can secure a tent, that would be ideal. Be sure to take 
some cots and cover. It will get chilly in the night, espe- 
cially if you are near the water. Have your leader teach 
you the art of cooking out, chopping wood, making a 
fire, etc. Be sure you take plenty of food in case the 
fish aren’t biting. Food always tastes better in the out- 
of-doors, and if it is fish that you have just caught from 
the stream below, it can never be equaled. 


Perhaps your leader will point out the different 
types of trees about, and an interesting as well as edu- 
cational memento of this camping trip would be to take 
a leaf from each tree and mount it, labeling its name 
underneath. 

In the great outdoors, God comes very close. Don’t 
neglect devotions, for this will be a time of drawing 
closer to the Almighty God, who made the beauty of 
nature for you to enjoy. Be grateful. 


A BOUT OF TENNIS 


For a date, double date, or just fun with your pals, 
there is nothing more fun than tennis. Become a good 
tennis player and you will find that many exciting and 
entertaining things will happen to you. You will make 
new friends and will have a means of perennial free fun 
if you will keep up your end of the racket. 


SCENIC TOUR 


Tour timing is free fun—and educational. Do you 
really know your town or that city close by? Or do you 
just think you know it? It would be fun to organize 
a bike trip to ferret out interesting spots of history 
which you know all about because you looked them up 
in the public library. You will be able to act as guide 
and lecturer of the group. You will find humor, tradi- 
tion, romance, and scandal galore in the history of your 
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town. Revelations of these tales will be found in the town 
records, which are available to anyone who is interested. 
And usually you will find these fascinating stories are 
wrapped around an old tree, building, or spot that you 
had hardly noticed before. 

If there is a larger city nearby, obtain tour pam- 
phlets and make a day seeing the sights which it affords 
and you never have time to consider when shopping with 
Mother. The foreign sections of these cities are fascinat- 
ing and you will be able to spend many enjoyable and 
enlightening hours there. 

Take along a picnic lunch or, if you prefer and have 
the cash available, select a restaurant of some nationality 
with which you are not familiar. Either in your own 
home town or in a city nearby you can spend an ex- 
citing day packed with new experiences, new informa- 
tion, and loads of good fun. Try it, won’t you? 


ON THE GREEN 


Golf isn’t just for eggheads. Golf is an interesting, 
healthful sport which demands a lot of skill. In the long 
summer days, get acquainted with the sport of golf. You 
will find a friend that you will long enjoy. 


HORSEBACK 


Round up your pals, an equal number of horses 
(either from a friend’s stable or rent them) and PLENTY 
of good food. This is the setting for a wonderful, super- 
duper time. Have a place in mind where you will plan 
to be about the time your hunger pangs begin hitting 
hard. If possible, build a fire and roast wieners or fry 
some hamburgers and bake or fry some potatoes and 
heat the beans. Have some soda water, plenty of buns, 
and fruit and cookies along. There is no fun like horse- 
back fun. Even if you aren’t ready to take top honors 
in the Grand National, you will find that joy abounds 
when you are on horseback. 
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“WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN?” PARTY 


Before the summer ends, have a local or zone party 
to answer this question. Have each guest bring pictures 
from his summer activities and vacation. Have him bring 
a special picture featuring the high light of the summer 
for him. If no picture is available, tell him to draw one. 
No one expects him to be a Rembrandt. Place these 
vacation high lights on a large piece of paper or card. 
Let the guests vote for their favorites. Award prizes for 
the most popular three and also a special prize for the 
one taken the farthest distance from home. 


Serve buffet style and have small folding tables 
scattered about the room. An excellent centerpiece for 
the buffet would be a globe of the world surrounded 
with toy trains, cars, boats from the dime store. You 
could have small menus and programs typed in the form 
of a miniature globe. 


All of the vacation pictures will be interesting and 
be wonderful conversation material. Be sure you invite 
all teen-age prospects to the party. This is one that is 
fun for all. Select games that are descendants from 
various countries of the world. 


BARBECUE 


Summer fun would never be complete without men- 
tioning the wonderful barbecue. If you don’t have access 
to an outdoor fireplace, get a portable barbecue grill. 
You can make a portable grill by using a wheelbarrow 
for stand, mesh wire for fire basket and also for the 
grill, Get some wire for hooks and that ever-needed box 
of foil. You are all set. Remember if you are using 
charcoal to start the fire about an hour ahead of time. 
If you are using wood, it is good to start one and a half 
to two hours ahead of time. You will want to keep your 
food about eight to ten inches from the coals. Choose 
your own menu. Spareribs, frankfurters, hamburgers, 
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cheeseburgers, corn on the cob, chicken, fish, beef, trout, 
etc. are delicious when barbecued. Chili beans make a 
good accessory. Relishes, potato chips, Fritos, and a 
tossed salad go well with barbecued food. Have a plat- 
ter filled with fresh fruit, and plenty of cold drinks. 
If you have an ice cream freezer, this will provide an 
excellent climax to a barbecue meal. 


Barbecues can highlight any type of party or form 
of recreation. An evening filled with barbecue, ice 
cream, and singing will be one that will be cherished for 
many years. Good food, good company, good music can 
equal nothing but good fun. 


BIBLE PARTY 


This can be the most fun-packed party of the year 
—and the one longest to be remembered! 


If your group likes to go costumed, suggest that 
each one come dressed as a Bible character. Suggest 
that the group attempt to find unusual, interesting, and 
little-heard-of characters, so that this will be enlighten- 
ing as well as entertaining. If someone comes in Biblical 
garb with his neck in a traction-like apparatus, he could 
be the Eutychus who went to church to hear Paul 
preach. The place was so crowded that he had to sit in 
the window. Paul preached on and on—and Eutychus 
went to sleep, fell from the window, and broke his neck. 
Probably a lot of your group never heard of Eutychus 
before ... but they'll never forget him after this party. 

Of course there will be a grand march, and then give 
slips of paper to each guest and ask them to write who 
he thinks each character is. This is good for learning 
more about the Bible .. . and for laughs too! 

If costuming isn’t feasible, try this. Have each guest 
bring a small doll dressed to represent a Bible character. 
Then place all of the dolls on a table and have each guest 
go down the list and attempt to identify the dolls. At 
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the beginning of the party when the guests are arriving, 
have someone at the door to give each doll a number 
and to take the name of the character which it is repre- 
senting so the guests’ lists may be checked later for ac- 
curacy. It is fun to have each person present his doll 
after identification and tell its complete story. 


There are many Bible games which you can locate 
... but one that is novel and fun for a whole evening 
is “Tic-Tac-Know-the-Bible.” This is just like ticktack- 
toe of childhood days. For this, secure a large black- 
board. Get a large piece of construction paper or poster 
paper to fit over the blackboard. Then with ruler and 
pencil, draw nine squares, leaving room above each to 
print the name of the category. Then cut out the squares. 
This will leave the blackboard background ready for the 
X’s and O’s of the players and can be easily erased. 


Nine good categories are: Characters (example of 
question: Who were the sons of Eli? Hophni and Phine- 
has); References (example: Where is the love chapter 
found? I Corinthians 13); Animal (example: What ani- 
mals killed the children who made fun of Elisha? Bears) ; 
Miracles (example: Where did Christ perform the mira- 
cle of feeding the four thousand? Decapolis); Verse 
(example: Quote John 3:16); Number (example: The 
disciples caught how many fish in their big draught? 
153); Relation (example: What relation was Jacob to 
Ephraim? Grandfather); King (example: What king 
said before his crowning that he would make tax burdens 
heavier than ever? Rehoboam); Place (example: Where 
was the great tower built toward heaven? Babel). 

Print your category name above each open square. 
Then with the aid of a quiz book and your Bible, compile 
a list of about fifty questions for each category. 

At the party, let each guest have a chance at the 
game. See who can be champion the longest length of 
time. This game is fun to play and equally enjoyable 
to watch. You can spend an entire evening with it... 
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or you can only highlight it and have other Bible games 
also. 


There is nothing quite so much fun as a Bible party 
where you learn more of God’s Word—and have fun with 
your friends! 
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IE Paved bab 


BRANDIN’ TIME 


School is back in swing again. All of the old gang 
are back in town, and there are four or five new teen- 
agers whom you would like to get to know better—and 
perhaps win them to your church and your Christ. With 
this in mind, why not get everybody together with a 
rootin,’ tootin’ western evening of fun, food, and frolic? 
Be sure to inform everyone of the nature of the evening, 
so all will come in their Hopalong finery: checked shirts, 
calicoes, bright bandannas, boots, ten-gallon hats, ete. 

You can have this party outside, in a garage, in a 
recreation hall, someone’s large front room—just most 
anywhere so long as the gang can be active and enjoy 
itself in the lavish fashion of the West. If you have the 
party inside, lanterns, checked paper curtains, rope coils, 
saddles, Indian blankets, guns, cow horns will give a lot 
of atmosphere. “Desperado Wanted” posters are good 
for the walls. Kegs and stools scattered about the room 
furnish seats for the cowboys and cowgirls. Long planks 
laid over a couple of sawhorses will make an ideal table 
and you don’t need to worry about a tablecloth or center- 
piece. Just have plenty of grub and your western friends 
will be happy. 

Have a place for horseshoe pitching, which is a must 
in the West. If your party is indoors, turn a chair up- 
side down and give points for each leg circled with a 
coil of rope, which can easily be used in place of horse- 
shoes. Another good western game is the old one of 
“pinning the tail on the donkey.” Put a new title on it 
such as “brandin’ time” and have each person try his 
luck at placing a brand on a calf’s flank instead of the 
traditional tail on the donkey. 
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You can have a regular rodeo by dividing into teams 
for a relay. Give the first man on each team a broom 
and place three empty milk bottles on the floor in front 
of him. He must control these three “steers” in front of 
him through an obstacle course and back to the line, 
where the second man takes his turn. The team to com- 
plete the roundup first wins the prize. Good prizes for 
this party would be red western kerchiefs purchased at 
the dime store. 

Another active game is to tie a balloon to the ankle 
of each guest. Holding one foot in his hand and hopping 
on the one with the balloon, he must try to burst as 
many of his mates’ balloons as possible. A prize is given 
to the one who stays in the longest length of time, for 
when one’s balloon is burst, he must retire from the game. 

Food can be served on a chuck wagon made out of 
your little sister’s red wagon, or even a teacart would 
do. Bend wire over the top for staves and cover with 
white cloth or heavy paper. Put in huge letters, “Chow.” 
A good menu with a real western flavor would be: 
Boston baked beans with frankfurters, Spanish rice, 
shredded salad, cold drinks. Have a wooden bow! filled 
with fruit, a tray of brownies, and you are all set. Re- 
member the dainty call to supper in the West is simply, 
“Come and git it!” 

For the perfect ending to the party, bring out the 
accordion, guitar, mandolin, harmonicas, etc. and have 
an old-fashioned western singing. After western songs 
such as “Home on the Range” and “Don’t Fence Me In,” 
turn to choruses and end the party on a religious note 
by extending invitations to all to come to Sunday school 
with you on Sunday. Have a devotional at the conclusion. 


HAY RIDE 


No fall is ever complete without a hay ride. Whether 
the means of conveyance be an old-fashioned wagon and 
team of horses or whether it be a modern-size truck filled 
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with hay, there is fun in store for everyone who sets 
forth on a hay ride. Conventional garb is set aside and 
only western clothes are in order. If you have one, those 
long, fringed jackets are ideal for a hay ride. Be sure 
you pack along a blanket or two to keep Jack Frost 
from nipping. Have the gal or guy in your crowd who 
fancies accordion or guitar music to bring it along on 
the hay ride, for nothing is more fun on a hay ride than 
singing your lungs out. 

Have a destination set several miles away. Pre- 
viously gather wood for the fire and have things in 
readiness for a wiener roast. Also have clues spread 
about under rocks, tacked to trees, on a fence for a 
treasure hunt. A bag of candy is a good treasure. Bury 
it well and have the clues difficult enough that this 
will take some time. When the treasure has been found 
and the kids whoop hungrily back toward the fire, have 
the food out. After prayer, let them dig into the wieners 
and make their own hot dogs—potato salad and beans 
for accessories, fruit for dessert, pop for thirst! When 
their hunger has begun to be appeased, have a quartet 
sing, someone give a humorous monologue, an accordion 
solo, etc. Then close with a time of devotion. 

Then pile back into the wagon to sing away the 
miles back home. Weariness but happiness will surge 
through you when you crawl out of the wagon after a 
real western hay ride. 


HALLOWEEN PARTY 


This is the one time of the year when the unexpected 
is the expected. If you no longer feel the urge to wear 
a false face and knock on doors hollering, “Tricks or 
treats,” then plan a party that is just as daffy but much 
more fun—for you at least! This is a wonderful time 
for a masquerade party. If your crowd doesn’t go for 
costumes or you have had a masquerade fairly recently, 
try another twist. Have everyone bring a jack-o’-lantern 
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in costume. There will be prizes for the best-dressed 
pumpkin. These may be made up to resemble beautiful 
girls, stern lawyers, funny clowns, bearded pirates, 
bunny rabbits, whatever suits the maker’s fancy. Later 
in the evening have a big parade of the pumpkins and 
have impartial judges select the pumpkin with the most 
personality, the most beautiful, the most likely to suc- 
ceed, etc. Make up your own titles—and the crazier, 
the better. Another way to celebrate Allhallow Eve is 
to have the makings ready and have each guest make his 
own costume after the party is begun. This is always 
hilarious. “The makings” should include: funny papers, 
brown wrapping paper, colored crepe paper, pins, paper 
bags, string, Scotch tape, and ribbons. Be sure you also 
have plenty of scissors so each guest will have a pair 
to work with. Suggest to the crew that the funny papers 
can be pleated, fringed, or gathered into skirts, paper 
sacks make lovely hats, and colored crepe paper makes 
gorgeous bows, ruffles, sashes, etc. Set a time limit on 
the creations and then stage a grand march to show off 
the costumes. Award prizes for the best creations, and 
booby prizes may be given to the silliest creations. 


Good games for a Halloween party are “murder,” 
“bobbing for apples,” “raisin on a string,” “spin the 
bottle,” and that old favorite, “continued ghost stories.” 


It is practically impossible not to have a tablecloth 
made out of orange and black crepe paper for a Hallo- 
ween party. Have the room decorated with pumpkins, 
paper witches, black cats, and cornstalks. For a table 
centerpiece, have a large jack-o’-lantern. Be sure he has 
eyes, nose, and a smiling mouth (no sad sacks at this 
party!) and large ears on each side. Make a wire arm 
extending from behind to the front of his face, and a 
glove on the arm. Place smaller wires within the glove, 
so the jack-o’-lantern can be holding a hot dog to his 
mouth. Set the pumpkin on a white, saw-tooth-edged 
paper. This makes an excellent collar for him. For his 
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hat, set a large platter on top of his head and fill the 
platter with toasted wieners in the buns ready for chili, 
mayonnaise, or mustard. Have a large plate of fruit 
salad. If you prefer, scoop the pulp out of oranges, place 
pimento eyes, nose, and mouth into pin pricks in the 
orange peeling, and serve the fruit salad individually in 
these miniature “jack-o’-lanterns.”’ Black and orange cup- 
cakes would make a good thematic dessert. 


A-NUTTING WE WILL GO! 


These words are as old as autumn itself. The joy 
and excitement of nutting are ever new. On Saturday 
or an evening after school would be fine. Take along 
baskets for your nuts and also a basket with a lunch 
in it would be welcome after a couple of hours of nutting. 
Laughter and song are synonymous with the words, 
“Let’s go nutting!”’ 


QUADRUPLE MOVING PARTY 


The only thing more fun than a party is more parties. 
This idea is not only packed with fun; it is also simple 
and easy to engineer and plenty easy on the pocketbook. 
What could be nicer? Include four or six couples in on 
this one. That will be a good number. 


The first stop of the party is for the course of a 
meal known as soup. When everyone has gathered, begin 
the first course. This can be served in large pottery mugs 
over the kitchen counter, or if you care to be fancier, 
serve buffet style. Toasted cheese sticks add a nice 
complement. 


When the soup is finished, coats and scarves added, 
start out for stop number two. Walking along in the 
crisp evening air with your best friends is a real thrill. 
Second stop is for the main course. This should be a 
big, husky casserole, green tossed salad, and plenty of 
rolls, butter, and milk for side-kicks. 
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Amid joking and laughter, dig into your coats again 
and begin on your next moonlit walk before dessert. 
This could be a gala affair with ice cream and all kinds 
of fancy toppings, so that everyone can imaginate his 
own sundae concoction. When all has been devoured, 
get back on the road for the final stretch. 

Here you will find plenty of games and music mak- 
ings. This will be the climax to a wonderful time. Every- 
one will be singing with you on the way home “What 
a Lovely Way to Spend an Evening!” 


AFTER-GAME PARTY 


Meet before the game and go en masse to watch the 
pigskin fly. If this is not feasible, then have the place 
set up in readiness to meet after the game. Cheering 
for a football game is hard work, and appetites are mam- 
moth size when the clock finally ticks away the last 
playing second. 

A menu that can be served quickly is cheeseburgers, 
whipped lime jello, and fried pies. For novelty secure a 
long table and cover with a white tablecloth or sheets. 
Select the boy with the friendliest smile and the ever- 
ready gab for your hot-dog jerk. If possible, get him a 
white coat and a “hot-dog” cap. Construct a large wire 
football for the centerpiece. This can be done simply by 
molding the wires in the proper fashion and covering the 
“ball” with brown crepe paper. Draw the seams and 
lacing on the front. Set a large platter filled with cheese- 
burgers on top. The salads and fried pies may be placed 
on large platters at each end of the “snack stand.” 

Have a number of games outlined such as charades, 
rhythm, and the old favorite, “wink ’em.” Close with 
a singsong and devotional. 


SCAVENGER HUNT 


When the nights are not cold but just a little on 
the coolish side, there is no better way to dispose of 
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all that pep and energy than by staging a scavenger 
hunt. This is just about the most simple party to have 
and one that tops the list for an evening packed with 
good fun. 


When the group has assembled, divide into pairs by 
matching names of pairs such as Joseph and Rachel, 
Isaac and Rebecca, etc. After this is done, pass out the 
list of things to be obtained. There should be about ten 
on a list and they should be items that will take a little 
forethought, planning, and ingenuity to find. Examples 
are: signature of a law officer, chicken feather, last 
month’s Other Sheep, five different tree leaves, picture 
of Abraham Lincoln, a white hose, etc. 

The couple coming back first within the time limit 
with the greatest amount of collected items wins the 
prize, or you could have a mock coronation crowning 
them king and queen of the hunt with pasteboard crowns. 

For feeding the hungry hunters, try tuna fish sand- 
wiches, potato chips, olives, pickles, gelatin whip dessert, 
and hot cocoa. If you are near a fireplace, roast marsh- 
mallows for more fun. 


STEAK FRY 


Before the weather gets too nippy for outdoor ac- 
tivities, pool your resources and have a steak fry. This 
could be the last party outside, so celebrate your last 
fling in style. Have a lot of lively games to keep warm, 
and then form a circle about the campfire to eat and tell 
stories and sing. 


THANKSGIVING PARTY 


Thanksgiving dinner is for the family, but what 
could be nicer than to meet with all your friends for 
a social in the evening or the next day? This should be 
a very special party for this very special season. How 
about a specialist party? Specialist in the art of cooking, 


37 


of course. This is not for girls alone. This includes the 
fellows too. All like to show their prowess in the kitchen 
and everyone is adept at fixing at least one dish. Con- 
tract with everyone to bring his own special concoction 
to the party. This may not make a correctly balanced 
meal but it will make for a correctly balanced evening 
of fun and laughter. If your crowd is small, eat family 
style. If larger, serve buffet. 


For a centerpiece, use the lovely things that come 
out of your vegetable bin. Everything that looks woodsy, 
rustic, and first-Thanksgiving will look wonderful on 
Thanksgiving evening. An attractive centerpiece would 
be to simply arrange some golden squash, several plump, 
red tomatoes, and a few delicate green cucumbers on a 
silvery tin vegetable tray. 


For games, try “tangerine roll.” Divide into teams 
and have the teams sit facing each other. Give each 
team a tangerine (or orange). The members of the team 
must pass the tangerine down the line by using only 
the chins and shoulders. Hands are off limit, even when 
the tangerine drops to the floor. This is a zany game 
packed with fun. 


Charades, of course, is always a favorite. The “thin 
slip” is also a good game. Give to each team a piece 
of tissue paper. Each player is given a straw. The ob- 
ject of the game is to transfer the tissue paper to one 
another using only the straw. This makes hands taboo 
also. 


Be sure to include in your Thanksgiving party a 
time for just that: Thanksgiving. Have a small devo- 
tional program. A skit would be fine or several readings, 
scripture, a vocal number, a time for testimonies and 
praise; then, of course a prayer of thanksgiving. Even 
if a number of unsaved guests are present, have a testi- 
mony time, for through the testimonies of other youth 
many have been led to Christ. This is a wonderful means 
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not only of inspiration and blessing to Christians but of 
evangelism. Use it. 


TWIRP PARTY—COUNTRY STYLE 


Things get in a rut when the boys always have to 
ask for dates and pay the bill, etc. Why not have a twirp 
party where the girls have to take the initiative in the 
asking and paying department? You could use for a 
theme the legend of Sadie Hawkins. You remember 
Sadie’s father, Hekzebiah Hawkins, set aside a day on 
which Sadie could try to catch a boy. If she succeeded, 
he would be hers for keeps. This wouldn’t be exactly 
the same motive, but it would be fun to use Sad Sadie’s 
Day for a party of this type. 


For costumes, simply come in western regalia or 
make it a real costume party. For the setting, construct 
a couple of red barns at one end of the room. For cre- 
ative materials, use strips of brown wrapping paper (com- 
pliments of the corner grocer), red crepe paper, and 
plenty of Scotch tape. Build the barns with the red 
paper, outline the doors, roofs, etc. with the brown paper. 
Ruffle green crepe paper to make grass all around the 
barns. In front of the barns create three “hillbilly fig- 
ures” out of jeans, shirts (stuffed with pillows), straw 
hats, and guitars. These provide the elegance of a band 
for the party. Place numerous bunches of cornstalks 
about the scene. Conceal a record player nearby and 
you have excellent decorations to provide plenty of at- 
mosphere. Upturned scattered fruit baskets will provide 
seats and remain in keeping with the “dog patch” at- 
mosphere of Lil’ Abner and the Sadie Hawkins legend. 
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For games, try “horse breakin’.” Divide the group 
into teams. Give each team a horse (broomstick). At 
the opposite end of the room, have a collection of string 
or rope. At the signal the first man straddles the horse 
and races to the rope. He dismounts, ties the “bridle” 
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about the horse’s neck, and pulls his steed back to the 
next man on his team. He takes off the rope and goes 
through the same routine as the first. The first team 
to finish “breaking” its “horse” wins the prize. For 
prizes, use small packages of candy corn. 


All western folks have to be sharpshooters. Test 
the skill of your group of “countryfolk” by stretching a 
fairly large piece of cloth across a corner of the room. 
In the cloth make several holes placing a label under 
each of 3, 6, 9, 12, or 15. Each person stands about twenty 
feet from the cloth and tries to pitch a beanbag through 
the holes. Give a prize for the sharpshooter who rings 
up the most points in this game. 


Cokes and cookies are always in order for party 
refreshments. If you want to be more elaborate, serve 
a large bowl of Spanish rice with cole slaw and hot bis- 
cuits. Ummm! Good! 


If you would like to add one more “homespun” 
touch to your party, make cowboy hats and bonnets for 
all guests. This requires only crepe paper, a sewing ma- 
chine, and a little ingenuity. For the bonnet, fold a 25” 
square on one side 8” up-grain. Fold the other side 9” 
down-grain. Stretch the paper across the first fold to 
make the back shape. Ruffle and sew together in back. 
Add long streamers to the sides of the bonnet. 


The hat may be made by taking a 25” length of crepe 
paper and folding it in half across the grain of paper. 
Make a rounded top with scissors and sew the two edges 
together. Then turn and fold the brim edges outward. 
A cummerbund and feather would be festive touches to 
these “homespun” favors. 


CAMERA MARCH 


The only thing more fun than taking pictures is 
showing off the pictures you have taken. Why not have 
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a party just for this purpose? Sound like fun? It is. 
Have each person bring all of his favorite photographs 
which he has taken. Cover one wall with paper and then 
tape the pictures on or put a small patch of glue on the 
back of each. Be sure that every photograph has the 
name of the owner on the back. These pictures should 
be collected ahead of time, so they could be arranged. 
When the guests arrive, have pencils and paper and have 
the guests look at the pictures and then write a story 
beginning with the first photo and continuing through 
to the last of the group. This should make for hilarious 
stories and some of the best could be read later in the 
evening. 

Another fun game is to have each guest bring a 
baby picture and have a gallery of these on a separate 
wall. Without any discussion among the group, have 
them write the name of the person whose picture they 
believe each to be. Give a rattle to the one who gets 
the greatest number of correct guesses on his baby pic- 
ture. He hasn’t changed much. 

For eats, have a steamy-hot chicken pie with lots 
of dough crisps to go with it. Have big individual bowls 
to serve in. For dessert, make ice cream sandwiches by 
placing a tricolored piece of ice cream between two gra- 
ham crackers. With a cake decorator, write the name 
of each guest on one of the top crackers. An excellent 
centerpiece would be to secure a large portrait of your 
leader or pastor when still in the diaper and rattle stage. 
Have it surrounded by flowers. Make this a surprise, 
if possible. The startled look on the leader’s face will 
be good for many laughs and much good-natured teasing. 


RECORDING PARTY 


There is bound to be someone in your church who 
possesses a tape recorder. If so, make arrangements with 
him to bring the recorder to your place of meeting and 
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proceed with a recording party. Most of us have listened 
wistfully to Dinah Shore, Eddie Fisher, and Tommy Dor- 
sey and wished that just once—! Well, make this wish 
come true. Plan a program ahead of time. Include 
everyone in it. Everybody can do something. Those who 
can sing, place them on the program for solos, duets, 
trios, quartets, etc. Those who can play an instrument, 
arrange for a solo and also some ensembles. Those who 
can give readings, give them a spot. Find a short skit 
to include those who have no outstanding talent. Have 
the entire group sing a number and have each person 
present give his name, age, grade, address, etc. A per- 
sonal testimony would also be good here. This will be 
a tape that all will cherish for a long time. 


While the tape is being played back after the re- 
cording, serve cocoa, a plate of cookies, brownies, and 
cake, and bowls of ice cream. 


This is one of the most exciting, fun-filled parties 
possible and is a minimum amount of trouble to all con- 
cerned. Everyone is included and everyone leaves with 
a warm glow about his heart because of a wonderful time 
and the realization of a wish come true. 


OUTDOOR BANQUET 


Everyone loves to go to banquets! This is the most 
unusual of them all! This banquet is to be held in the 
great outdoors with nothing for decorations but nature! 
Sound good? It is! 

You can import tables from the civilized world if you 
are a softy and have no pioneer instincts. But it’s novel 
to have your tables constructed with logs and planks. 
But when you have your tables arranged, cover them 
with bright green or red wallpaper. It isn’t expensive— 
and you can probably get some remnants which will be 
plenty large to cover your tables. These are very bright 
and attractive! 
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Select a host and hostess for each table to be re- 
sponsible for the centerpiece and place cards. This must 
be made completely with nature’s beauties. Glue, Scotch 
tape, India ink, etc. may be used ... but no more! Let 
your imagination run rampant and it is amazing what 
novel ideas will come into being. 

Some suggestions are: Place a mirror in the center 
of the table. Pile sand all around the mirror. Fill with 
a small amount of water colored with blue ink. Add bits 
of scenery to make the table an authentic lake scene. 
For place cards, print names with India ink onto leaves 
glued onto cardboard stand-up backs. Rocks also make 
unusual centerpieces and place cards. You'll find ideas 
and beauty galore when you begin looking in God’s great 
outdoors! This fixing the tables will be one of the most 
enjoyable parts of the banquet. 

You can make this banquet dressy, casual, or old- 
fashioned. It is very picturesque to have the girls dressed 
in long, full skirts with “buttons and bows,” and the boys 
dressed with the old-timy vest, handle-bar mustache, 
string tie. 

Select your menu and program. Paper plates make 
ideal china in this setting! If your banquet is at night, 
hang up kerosene or Chinese lanterns. 

Plan your program along a devotional theme—for 
you are never quite so close to God as when you are in 
His great outdoors. 
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TAFFY PULL 


For a double date or even for an entire party, noth- 
ing packs more laughs and fun than an old-fashioned 
taffy pull. If you have a whole group, divide into groups 
of four and five and have each make a batch. Have at 
least one candy thermometer, more if possible. A pair 
of kitchen shears would also be good to have. Be sure 
that you have a buttered slab or large platter for each 
group to place their taffy on. It is fun to have coloring 
available and divide the batch into two or three colors 
and later twist them together. 


A good recipe for taffy is 34% cups granulated sugar, 
1% cups cold water, 14% tablespoons vinegar. If colors 
are desired, match the coloring with a flavoring such as 
peppermint flavoring with red coloring, pineapple fla- 
voring with yellow, etc. For a half cup of the above batter 
use just a few drops of coloring and a teaspoon of the 
flavoring extract desired. 


Put your first three ingredients into a saucepan and 
stir until the sugar is dissolved. When crystals form, 
remove them with a damp cloth. Heat rapidly to boiling 
without stirring until it reaches 270° F. Pour onto a 
buttered slab or platter, and as soon as possible begin 
pulling it with your hands. Keep your hands well but- 
tered to be able to hold it. Pull until the candy is snowy 
white and fluffy. 


For coloring candy, instead of pouring immediately 
onto slab or platter, place over a pan of hot water to 
keep soft and add the coloring and flavoring. 
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When candy is ready, pull into uniform length and 
twist colors together. With buttered kitchen shears cut 
into small pieces and let stand on the slab until hardened. 

Then it is time for the eating. Have plenty of cold 
drinks and your party is a big success. 


LUNCHEON FOR RESEARCH 


Sound intellectual? Perhaps it will be. At any rate, 
it will be entertaining and informative. Make this lun- 
cheon the culmination of a few weeks of research efforts. 
This means, of course, that there have been lots of ses- 
sions and note-comparing leading up to this. That is 
why this luncheon is so extra-special. 


All of this excitement and planning is over a scrap- 
book—a scrapbook telling in picture and word the history 
of the Nazarene denomination or of your own local 
church or possibly even your local youth group. Talk 
to your pastor, peruse books from his library, seek out 
charter members, search for picture negatives from every 
conceivable source whereby you might obtain a good 
picture for your scrapbook. Divide the material needed 
into parts and assign each part to an individual or group. 
When all of this has been assembled, have a luncheon 
for your working pals, and after the eats make all of 
this conglomeration of material into a neatly typed, pas- 
ted, interesting scrapbook. This will not only be fun 
for all for weeks before; it will be a fun-filled party 
putting the book together. The scrapbook will be cher- 
ished for years to come by all who view it. 


Have a menu light and simple. How about tomato 
juice, chicken salad, hot rolls, butter, chocolate chiffon 
pie, iced tea? For a centerpiece place a miniature of 
your church in the midst of greenery and small flowers. 
Place a small church sign in front. Duplicates of the 
church sign would make attractive place cards. 
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In this manner you can learn more about your church 
than in almost any other way. And you will find 
that the preparation will be highly enjoyable for all 
concerned. 


MAN AT THE STERN 


Why not try a real switch on custom and let the 
boys run the party? For kitchen simplicity, have a hot- 
doggery. Set up a long table with a grill for toasting 
those wieners. Have plenty of sauerkraut, relish, and 
mustard handy. French-fried potatoes aren’t hard (but 
remember they have to be peeled). A big tossed salad 
and lots of ice cream and pop! Get a big chef hat from 
somewhere and perhaps another for an assistant chef. 
Plaster signs about the place such as: “Famous cuts of 
hot dog,” ‘We try to please,” “This place recommended 
by Duncan Hines,” your menu, of course, and all the 
other zany signs you can concoct. That takes care of 
the eats department quite well. 


For games try some magic stunts such as pushing 
a quarter through a ring. (With a pencil, of course.) 
Try an obstacle race without the obstacles. Place several 
big, clumsy objects spaced fairly evenly through the 
passageway of the room. Then blindfold a couple of 
fellows. VERY quietly, remove the obstacles and begin 
the race. Tell the fellows that a special penalty is placed 
upon the one who bumps into an obstacle. There will 
be laughter abundant as the two grope about the room 
feeling for objects that aren’t there. 

Musical chairs is a fun game. Crazy questions is 
always a delight. The “truth formula” is wonderful for 
this type of party. Send the guest with the greatest poise 
and sense of humor from the room. In his absence, ex- 
plain the game. The absent member is going to ask each 
guest any kind of personal question, and the guest must 
answer truthfully all questions. The catch is that he an- 
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swers for the person sitting to his left. It is up to the 
one who is “it” to discover what formula for truth the 
group are going by. This is always hilarious. 


POP-SING 


On cold winter evenings, what is more fun than to 
gather all your chums together and sing all your favorite 
songs about a roaring fireplace, where later you can all 
relax and pop popcorn and tell stories and play some 
games? If a fireplace isn’t available, don’t let that stump 
you. Pop your corn on the kitchen stove and bring it 
in, in large individual bowls. 


Be sure you have a large collection of music for 
variety in your singing. If your crowd can harmonize, 
it is fun to have some novelty choir arrangements to try. 
A couple of very good ones are “Jingle Bells” for mixed 
chorus, arranged by Ray Charles. This is a Staff publi- 
cation from Great Neck, New York. Another delightful 
novelty is “My Bonnie Lies over the Ocean” for mixed 
chorus, arranged by Harry Simeone. This is a Shawnee 
Press Publication from East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. 
A popular arrangement of “April Showers” is by Doug- 
lass McLean published by Harms, Inc., New York. A 
lovely arrangement for a mixed group which is a thrill 
to work with and a thrill to render is “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic” arranged by Roy Ringwald, published by 
Shawnee Press. This requires a couple of excellent pian- 
ists and some good voices. This guarantees real fun and 
real accomplishment. A sacred song which is a thrill 
to sing is “The Lord’s Prayer” arranged by Bernard 
Hamblen, published by Belwin, Inc., New York. Noble 
Cain’s arrangements are also fun. A good spiritual by 
Noble Cain is “Ezekiel Saw de Wheel.” This is a Belwin 
publication. 


There is real fun at a “pop-sing.” Have one. soon. 
AT 


CHRISTMAS BANQUET 


When Christmas is in the air, the impulse for swirl- 
ing, rosy formals and white coats comes into prominence. 
Make this impulse grow into the festivities of a church 
or zone banquet. Decorations will not be hard for a 
banquet of this type. The stores are full of ideas. Here 
are some you might like to use for your banquet. Deco- 
rate the room with swags of greens and huge cardboard 
stars covered in shiny gold and silver paper. Use red 
and green paper cloth for tablecloths. For centerpiece 
have a silver ivy bowl with streamers which will run 
down the center of the table. Attach red carnations to 
the ivy runners. On each side of the ivy bowl place 
small Christmas trees covered with gumdrops and mini- 
ature balls. When flanked by tall red candles, this makes 
a lovely centerpiece. For nut cups, use the paper va- 
riety decorated with colored stars. Use bell-shaped pro- 
grams with the name of the guest written on the program. 

A good menu would be: tomato juice, cranberry 
salad, turkey and dressing, sweet potatoes, frozen peas, 
rolls, butter, plum pudding, tea, coffee, and milk. 

For a program have the entire group sing some 
Christmas carols and a girls’ trio or boys’ quartet sing 
two or three numbers. Dickens’ Christmas Carol could 
be presented; a choral reading of the Christmas story 
would be lovely; vocal or instrumental solos are always 
in order. 

Let your imagination go to work and you can make 
this banquet reflect all the beauty, wonder, and glory 
of this greatest season of the year. If the Christmas Carol 
is presented, a special speaker for this banquet would 
be optional. 


CHRISTMAS SCENE 


This is one of the most enjoyable things you can do 
during the glorious Christmas season. The planning is 
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fun, the doing is even greater joy, and the purpose is the 
greatest of all. Talk with your pastor or youth leader 
about putting on a live Christmas scene in front of your 
church for the week prior to Christmas. Make the hours 
from seven to nine. 


For preparation construct a stable out of poles and 
cover with pine boughs and straw. Cover the floor of 
your stable with straw. Make a rough-hewn manger and 
a place for Mary to sit. Inside the stable have a doll 
in the manger with a spot underneath forming a halo 
about the top of the manger. Mary is seated beside the 
manger. Joseph leans on his cane looking into the face 
of the Baby. An angel stands in the back. Outside of 
the manger have the shepherds kneeling to the left. 
Each holds a lamb and his staff. Have some other cattle 
staked about for atmosphere and color. On the right 
side of the stable have three large, painted camels. Build 
a large stool near the top of the camels’ backs. Have 
each wise man sit on this, draping his robe over the 
camel. This will give the appearance that he is actually 
on the animal. The wise men carry gifts in their hands. 


Have several large spotlights placed on the lawn 
illuminating the scene to observers. A speaker should 
be placed in the trees above the stable. This magnifies 
the records, which are played on a phonograph inside, 
and gives the illusion that the music is coming from the 
skies. 


Costumes may be as simple or elaborate as desired. 
This will bring people to your church in streams to see 
the still, live portrayal of the greatest story ever told. 


CHRISTMAS IN MINIATURE 


Remember the mystery, excitement, and uncontain- 
able joy of Christmas when you were just a child? Why 
not take yourself back to those days and also bring joy 
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and glee to a group of youngsters by giving a party for 
the children of your church? A good means of decora- 
tion for children would be large, cardboard candy canes 
striped with white and red poster paint. Hang these 
from the ceiling and about the walls. Have a small but 
lavishly decorated Christmas tree in a conspicuous but 
out-of-the-way corner of the room. On this have small 
packages wrapped intriguingly, filled with small games, 
puzzles, and toys for the children. If you have a fire- 
place, be sure to hang stockings filled with goodies (with 
their names attached) on the mantel. 

“Drop the stocking” alias “drop the handkerchief” 
is a good game. “Pinning the nose on Rudolph” is an- 
other good one from the old favorite, “Pinning the tail 
on the donkey.” “Stealing candy canes” is a good take- 
off on the old one, “stealing sticks.” 

Make sandwiches in the form of Christmas trees. 
Ice cream, cookies, and hot cocoa will complete this de- 
partment in fine shape for the kiddies. 

Have a small program planned for after-eating 
activities, performed by the children themselves. Teen- 
agers aren’t the only talented people. You will be sur- 
prised at some of the numbers rendered by these tiny 
folk. Instrumental and vocal solos and duets, Christmas 
readings, perhaps a small skit, will make a lovely minia- 
ture Christmas program. 

This will be one that you as well as the little folks 
will enjoy for many memories to come. 


LET’S GO CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 


Christmas Eve is a wonderful time for this old- 
fashioned treat. If possible, go several nights before this 
also. The charm of singing the beloved Christmas carols 
in the sparkly crisp of Christmas nights never wears thin. 
Ask your pastor for a list of shut-ins and others who 
would enjoy your caroling especially. Don’t forget the 
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parsonage. This is always a treat for the minister’s fam- 
ily. An accordion is a welcome addition to any caroling 
for pitch, key, and accompaniment. Type the words of 
the Christmas carols ahead of time or use song sheets. 
A flashlight supplies the necessary light in case you don’t 
know the words by memory. 

For transportation, use cars, pickups, a big truck, 
or a trailer. If you live in a small town, just start out 
on foot. It’s a lot of fun to walk through the night sing- 
ing the carols as you march down the road. Whatever 
mode of transportation you decide to use, you will have 
a very enjoyable time. 

When you have completed your itinerary and your 
nose and cheeks are nipped pink, head toward your 
meeting place. Here trot out the eats, which could be 
something like this: barbecued wieners, toasted buns, 
lots of fruit cake, cookies, and candies, which are avail- 
able at this time of the year. Hot cider would taste 
good for a drink. 

For games, give the old game “twenty questions” a 
seasonal twist by calling it ‘““What’s in Santa’s bag?” 

Everyone will leave for home singing “What a won- 
derful way to spend a Christmas evening!” 


"TWAS THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 


Many times following the festivities and happiness 
and mysterious excitement of Christmas, there comes a 
strange letdown feeling when the great day has come 
to an end. To avoid this, gather your group together for 
a party to play those new gift records, show off the pretty 
new clothes, take pictures with the new camera, etc. This 
party can be filled with lots of records, singing, joking, 
and laughter. 

Turkey sandwiches would be delicious fare and eas- 
ily accessible from yesterday’s bird. Whip up some hot 
mince tarts and top them with plenty of whipped cream. 
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Cranberry punch will make this into a festive refresh- 
ment high light of the party. 


Have lots of active games to play and your party 
is a success. A good one is a team relay for the stocking. 
Place stockings on the mantel or wall. Give each team 
apples and a tablespoon. Using one hand, the contestant 
must run to the stocking, place the apple inside, and 
race. back to touch off the next man in line. Have several 
apples on a table behind the teams where they may be 
reached. Use stockings large enough to hold several 
apples. 


A good climax to this after-Christmas party is to 
prove that the spirit of Christmas still reigns within by 
having each guest bring some food, toys, etc. to make 
into baskets to take to needy families. Sharing your. 
Christmas is helping to spread the light of the Christ 
of Christmas, whom we all love and want to serve. 


Another good way to climax this day is with a jail 
service led by your pastor or your youth leader. Be 
sure to take along a musical instrument. Also an old 
folks’ home would be a place to gladden hearts on 
this day. 


EVENING WITH THE MASTERS 


Assemble your group for a night of the tops in dra- 
matic literature. This isn’t solely for eggheads. Literary 
genius is to be enjoyed by all. Yes, that means you. 

Make one phase of your party records of great liter- 
ary value. If you hold up your hands in horror and say 
that you do not possess such records and your pocket- 
book is quite lean, remember that you may check these 
records out of the library and it won’t cost you a cent. 
And you will discover a source of entertainment that 
brings constant enjoyment. Some albums that you might 
like to hear are: “The Murder of Lidice,” by Edna St. 
Vincent Millay. This is done on records by Basil Rath- 
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bone on Columbia records. This may even be historical 
news to you. The incident of which Miss Millay has 
written is one of the grimmest in the grim history of 
Nazi terror. Another one which will especially be in- 
teresting to seniors in your group is Shakespeare’s ‘‘Mac- 
beth.” This is a Victor Recordrama starring Maurice 
Evans and Judith Anderson. A must in this department 
which will become a favorite with all is Lynn Fontanne’s 
presentation of “The White Cliffs of Dover.” This is a 
poem written by Alice Duer Miller on Victor records. 
This is a beautiful, poignant album that everyone will 
love. 


Another phase of your party could be a rendition 
of one of the great plays. This will not only be informa- 
tive but extremely entertaining and filled with laughs. 
Be sure you have enough copies of the play. You could 
borrow these from your school speech department or 
from the library. This is always fun. 


For food borrow a tasty trick from smart restaurants. 
Serve garlic bread or toast, crunchy and brown and ut- 
terly delicious, with a green tossed salad or a healthy, 
whopping casserole. A strawberry jello whip, cold 
drinks—and what could be nicer? For table discussion, 
have several of your crowd ready to discuss some of 
the plays which are not familiar to all of the group. 
This will be challenging, interesting, and packed with 
laughter and gaiety. Try it. YOU'LL see! 


DOUGHNUT FRY 


Divide into four couples or groups. Assign each 
group half of a recipe, or if you are extremely hungry, 
the whole recipe. It is great fun to mix the batter and 
drop the doughnuts into the boiling-hot grease. Roll 
some in confectioners’ sugar, some in coconut, some in 
chocolate, some in butterscotch; leave some plain. Hint: 
If you would rather not mix your own, these cans of 
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prepared biscuits make delicious doughnuts merely by 
placing a hole in the middle. Cold drinks is the only 
accessory necessary. 

If someone in your group is good at mimicry, have 
that one put on some stunts. Record routines or mono- 
logues are always fun. Have someone bring a ukulele 
for some novelty songs. 

Now is a good time to trot out some of those fun 
parlor-games. Monopoly is a wonderful pastime and 
packs many a laugh. Checkers, of course, is an old 
favorite. If your crowd isn’t too familiar with our mis- 
sionaries, make a game to learn them. Get the book of 
missionary pictures; cut the pictures out in couples. Mix 
them up. Draw five from the stack for each person. 
Then proceed like the game of “authors.” The one who 
has the most couples re-paired wins the game. This is 
interesting, fun, and everyone is more interested in mis- 
sions when the names referred to are familiar and have 
a pleasant association attached. 


VALENTINE BANQUET 


When Sir Cupid is out with his bow and dart, why 
not call all the youth of your local church or zone to- 
gether for the festivities of a valentine banquet? Decora- 
tions are to be had in abundance and there is nothing 
nicer than the rustle of satin and the crinkle of stiff 
white shirts on Valentine’s Day. 

Cover your table with a white cloth and scatter 
tiny red hearts about. Centerpiece worries may be 
solved by fashioning a heart out of a coat hanger and 
covering it with red crepe paper. At the base of the 
heart attach a rather large candle and surround with 
greenery. For place cards take your small nut cups, 
ruffle coverings of red crepe paper about them, attach 
handles, and on the ribbons place tags with the names 
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written on them. For a religious theme, place on the 
front of your small, square programs the title “Toward 
New Horizons.” Find an appropriate poem and place it 
on the first page of the program. 


For a menu have: Fruit salad, green peas, sweet 
potatoes, ham, hot rolls, butter, pecan pie, tea, coffee, or 
milk. For a program you might have a vocal solo, a 
humorous reading (perhaps musical), instrumental en- 
semble, “living pictures” as presented in Depew’s The 
Cokesbury Party Book in his stunt party. Have your 
special speaker co-operate with your theme of “Toward 
New Horizons.” 


A novelty twist for a valentine banquet that is fun 
is to have an “old-fashioned” banquet. Let the girls come 
in calico, ruffles, bustles, whatever to reflect the old 
days. Boys come in their most accessible old-fashioned 
style. For place cards, have a novelty valentine standing 
at each place with the name across it. Programs can be 
made in the form of old-fashioned valentines with frills, 
lace, etc. These add novelty and color to the banquet. 
However you have it, remember that Christ is your hon- 
ored Guest. Arrange it to please Him. 


VOLLEYBALL FUN 


This grand sport is a favorite with everyone in all 
parts of the country. This can be a game between the 
members of your group, or form up a team and play 
another church nearby. There are no details necessary 
on the fun dividends of this familiar game. 


When you have played until you are gasping for 
breath, have plenty of hot-dog makings including chili 
ready for the hungry—no, ravenous—crew. Fried fruit 
pies and ice cream are excellent desserts with lots of hot 
cocoa for thirsty players. 


ah) 


When the hunger pangs have been quelled some- 
what, try a game of Ping-pong volleyball. The only nec- 
essary equipment is a long table and a Ping-pong ball. 
A sense of humor works well here too. Players kneel 
with their hands behind them and try to blow the ball 
off their opponents’ side for a score. Trying to keep it 
from being blown off your own side takes some doing. 
This is always good for laughs. 
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GENERAL 


A DATE WITH CANDLES 


This is one to be planned by girls given for those 
“special” boys. This would make an ideal double date, 
perhaps a triple date—but no more. This is an idea to 
turn the tables on the fellows who have been at the 
entertaining end of the check for so long. Now is the 
girls’ time to entertain in their own gracious, feminine 
way. The event will be dinner cooked by the girls them- 
selves served in the radiance of tall, glowing candles. 
Nothing could be nicer and more festive. 

Use your best china, crystal, and silver. Have tall, 
tall candles so they will not flicker in your eyes during 
the meal. Create a low, lovely centerpiece of pine 
branches, cones, tiny yellow and bronze mums, or an 
arrangement of fall fruits and vegetables. Party dresses 
and dark suits are the order for dress to match the beauty 
and dignity of your table. 

The co-hostess system makes for easy entertaining. 
Decide on your menu, and portion out the jobs evenly. 
Discuss the menu with your mother and she will help 
you invaluably in this phase of the planning. A simple 
menu you might use would be: creamed tomato soup— 
first course; stuffed veal rolls, rice, onions, creamed peas, 
rolls, butter, and tea—second course. Third course con- 
sists of a tossed green salad, and fourth course could 
be pecan pie alamode. 

The best theory etiquette-wise is to use the common 
sense method. Rigid, book-made etiquette rules aren’t 
always feasible when you must serve as cook, hostess, 
maid, and general engineer. 

There is nothing more romantic than dinner by 
candlelight! 
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SUNDAY BUFFET DINNER 


After church on Sunday morning, why not round 
up the crowd and those shy teeners who have been com- 
ing recently but have never really gotten into the swing 
of things? Invite them to your home for dinner. A 
buffet is easy to fix, easy to serve, and specially made 
for fellowship while eating. 

Serve a piping-hot bowl of meat balls cooked to 
perfection in mushroom soup. Add potato salad, buttered 
corn, creamed cabbage, plenty of hot rolls, butter, and 
tea. Dessert could be a double-layer, mocha-frosted cake. 

Later in the afternoon take the group to the homes 
of different shut-ins and have a small service with each 
of them. This will bring warmth and cheer into lonely 
lives and will thrill your hearts with the realization that 
you are serving your Master and witnessing for Him. 


REHEARSING THE PLAY 


There is fun galore when you and your crowd take 
to the stage for a church play. Not only is there the 
unsurpassed thrill of performance night; there are in- 
numerable nights preceding when everyone must get to- 
gether to rehearse the play. Rehearsals are loads of fun 
for all concerned. If it has been a long time since your 
group staged a play, begin one soon. Ask your youth 
director to be in charge of the play and you will soon 
discover the unmatched joy of costume dilemmas, line 
memorization, and stage manners. 

Have plenty of cold drinks on hand for rehearsals 
for a session of relaxation and laughter before dismissal. 
The night of the performance, have a cast party including 
a healthy, huge spaghetti supper. 


STUNT NIGHT 


This is the night to display all those hidden talents 
in your group. An amateur magician to do his tricks 
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is fun for all. Vocal numbers are always in order 
whether they be solos, duets, trios, quartets, or larger. 
Mimicry is a delight. That girl or boy who breaks up 
the party with humorous monologues is a must for this 
type of program. Make good use of skit books. Choose 
the boy with the greatest gift of gab and sense of humor 
to be master of ceremonies. Pantomime is good for this 
type of program. 

An excellent monologue for this type of program 
is “Betty at the Baseball Game,” by Walter Ben Hare. 
Some delightful musical readings are: “The Fly in 
Church,” by Jocelyn C. Lea; “The Usual Way,” “Kids,” 
by Phyllis Fergus; and “He Met Her in the Meadow,” 
which is anonymous and published by Clayton F. Summy 
Co., Chicago, Ill. Some good records for pantomime 
purposes are “Doin’ It the Hard Way,” recorded by Betty 
Hutton; and “It’s in the Book,” by Johnny Standley. 

Look over the various talents of your group and you 
will come up with many more excellent ideas for this 
stunt night. It is fun to work up and more fun to give. 
This is one that will bring laughs through memory’s 
avenue for a long time. 


PROGRAM PLANNING 


For those N.Y.P.S. programs, zone rally programs, 
special occasion programs, etc. make the necessary prep- 
aration full of laughter and gaiety. There can be times 
of good fellowship while working on the details of the 
program, rehearsing musical numbers, etc. Too long 
these have been looked upon as necessary drudgery. 
With a little dash of ingenuity you can make program 
planning into a joy for all. 


SLUMBER PARTY 


This is a girls’ specialty. With all the fun the girls 
have with the male species at hay rides and taffy pulls, 
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there is no glee equal to that experienced by girls only 
when they don plaid pajamas, striped gowns with match- 
ing hats, or clown shorties, and give themselves up to 
play and giggles during the midnight hours. These 
parties always include pillow fights, hair rolling, 
phonograph-record playing, sandwiches, cake, Cokes, and 
fruit consumption, scrapbook scanning, boy discussions, 
girl gossip, secret sharing, whispered giggles, soul search- 
ing, laughter by the bushel, and the most fun of any time. 
Talk the plans over with your mother soon and receive 
permission to stage your own slumber party. There is 
happiness a-plenty at a slumber party. 


PREP PARTY 


This is another girls’ fun time. For all the parties 
listed in this book, there is almost always some prepara- 
tion to be made before the fun begins. For some, the 
preparation is food; for others, the preparation is deco- 
rations; for most, the preparation is both. For these 
“prep” times, gather all the girls together for a “prep 
party” of cooking the necessary eats, cutting the neces- 
sary streamers, blowing the necessary balloons, washing 
the necessary dishes afterward. 


This is a good time for all that girl-talk, discussions, 
and whatever else is always necessary between the fe- 
males before a party—or afterward too. You accomplish 
this purpose as well as the preparation and you leave the 
telephone free for your mother, who needs the use of 
that marvelous invention herself sometimes. 


ONE THING LACKING: MONEY 


Ever been in this position? What group hasn’t! For 
a banquet, some special project, or whatever money is 
needed for, here is a fine way to raise it. Have an auc- 
tion sale. Sound farfetched? It isn’t really. In fact I 
am inclined to believe that you will find it quite practical. 
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Begin with the most unself-conscious boy in your 
group. Dress him up as auctioneer in a checked coat 
and a straw hat. Don’t forget his gavel. Then comes 
the auction room. The only decorations necessary are 
plenty of signs stating, “Everything must go,” “Your 
credit is good,” etc. Have plenty of chairs for your cus- 
tomers to sit in. The admission to the party is some 
old relic that is of no use to its present owner. This 
must be wrapped completely, for the bidding is done 
on the objects sight unseen. If you have quite a large 
group, put the smaller articles in a barrel for a “grab 
bag” for twenty cents. 


Serve your food in the same manner food is served 
at football games—drinks: ten cents; half dozen cookies: 
ten cents; popcorn bag: quarter; fudge square: five cents. 


Be sure your auctioneer is one who doesn’t mind 
putting on a show and one who will keep brisk bidding. 
A lot of the money-raising success of this party will 
depend upon the auctioneer’s ability to persuade bidders 
to bid higher and higher. 


There is not anything more fun than opening a sur- 
prise package which you have just bought at a com- 
petitive auction. You could become the owner of a black 
silk topper, gilded picture frame, ski shoes, outdated 
crystal lamp, model sailboat, etc. Anything that has been 
stored in the attic and is no longer in use but still of 
value will be your prize. But the greatest prize will 
come when the purse of your group is bulging with the 
necessary jingle for that extra-special project that mo- 
tivated this party in the first place. And don’t forget 
that other wonderful prize: the happiness that you and 
your friends will find at an auction held by you for you. 


FAVORITE ROOM PARTY 


This could be one of those affairs that happen after 
a big game, after prayer meeting, or just one of those 
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nights when the air is filled with the enticement of doing 
something with your friends. This doesn’t require much 
preparation. Just invite the gang over and then invite 
them into the favorite room of the house. No secret— 
the kitchen! Dole out plenty of aprons and then assign 
everyone a job for making a complete meal. Someone 
can fix the tea; someone else can set the table; someone 
needs to fix a salad; there is bacon to be fried; wieners 
must be broiled. This is loads of fun for lad and lassie. 


When the eats are ready and the blessing has been 
said, have a contest to find the one who can build the 
largest sandwich and eat all of it. 


When eating and drinking has been finished, play 
some games in your favorite room. Match tricks are 
a natural for this type of party. Remember the one 
about flipping the glass of water upside down without 
spilling it? Drop clothespins into a milk jar. Quoits 
may be played on an upturned chair. Blacken the bot- 
tom of a plate with smoke. Challenge a guest to do 
everything you do. Give him the blackened plate; you 
take an identical one. Smile, frown, laugh, pat the top 
of the plate, rub the bottom of the plate—then rub your 
face. The crowd will laugh; he will be bewildered. 


FLOWER SHOW 


Often the doleful phrase is repeated: ‘“Today’s 
young girls aren’t as artistic as in the good ole days. 
Why, I have never seen one who could arrange flowers!” 
“That isn’t true,’ you feel like storming back? Well, 
don’t storm. Stage a flower show. This can be potted 
plants which you have grown and cared for and also cut 
flower arrangements. Don’t duck your head at that. Get 
some books on the subject at the library. Remember 
that for a novel and attractive setting, curiously formed 
pieces of driftwood or interesting rocks will add just 
the touch of finesse. You could have a contest at the 
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show. Provide the girls with containers, molds, extra 
greenery, flowers, etc. and set a time limit to their ar- 
rangement of these. Whatever mode of exhibition you 
decide upon, this will be fun, helpful, and display your 
skill in this department to great advantage. 


Have the boys over as judges. It might be nice to 
invite your parents also. They are sure to be interested 
in this show and justifiably proud of their efficient and 
skillful children. 


EVENING AT HOME 


When there is nothing special on and most of your 
crowd is out of town, don’t hibernate. Have a single 
or double date over just for an evening at home. Brown- 
ies and Cokes make good eating fare while you play 
“Chinese checkers,” “Scrabble,” ‘“Bible Authors,” 
“$65,000 Question,” “Stop the Clock,” “Tic Tac Dough,” 
or your own special games which you prefer. This type 
of quiet party at home with just a few has a charm all 
its own. It is real joy! 


CROQUET TIME 


Croquet is an old-time standard favorite for every- 
one. Ring up some of your group and have a session 
packed with the fun and laughter that always come with 
this sport. After you are worn to the proverbial frazzle, 
troop into the house for a generous serving of this lus- 
cious one-dish dinner. Simmer a couple of cans of beef 
stew with a cup and a fourth of tomatoes (stewed). Af- 
ter two hours of this process, add a package of frozen 
succotash and peas. A tiny pinch of chili powder adds 
a delicious flavor to a perfectly delicious dish. 


If it is too dark to play croquet and floodlights are 
not available, trot out the paddles and ball for a rousing 
game of Ping-pong. 
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CLASSICS IN REVIEW 


Too many of us have never had the opportunity to 
attend many classical music performances. A lot of us, 
consequently, have never learned to appreciate this type 
of music. A good answer to both problems is to bring 
the opera into your home for two or three couples to 
enjoy. If you don’t have a collection of classical records, 
check them out of the library. Do some research on the 
numbers you have chosen, so you can share the informa- 
tion with your friends. Good orchestrations, choirs, and 
operatic albums will lead you into a new world of music 
appreciation. And in classical music you will find a 
friend for life. 
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FUN IDEAS WITH A CHRISTIAN PURPOSE 


Here are sixty-five practical, inexpensive ideas—all 
of them with an evangelistic emphasis. For example: 


SPRING SUMMER 3 
Into the Stratosphere Girls’ Sneak 7 
Senior Luncheon Boys’ Sneak 3 ye 3 
Junior-Senio: Banquet Camp-out § 
Senior Trip Scenic Tour F 
Photography Association Barbecue ? 
FALL WINTER 
Brandin’ Time Taffy Pull Bites 
Halloween Party Pop-Sing j 
Scavenger Hunt Christmas Banquet 
Steak Fry Christmas Caroling | 
| Doughnut Fry 
GENERAL | eg . 
Stunt Night 


Evening at Home 
Classics in Review 
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